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A Word from the Chairman

Welcome to the village hall - it’s good to be back!

As I’m sure most of you are aware, there was no production 
back in April. Although we had a couple of potential plays we liked, 
we were struggling for someone to direct. We’ve undertaken a 
number of ambitious productions in recent years, and for a small 
society this means a lot of work for those involved. So rather than try 
and force it by putting on a production we couldn’t properly commit 
to, we took a group decision to take a well earned break. Inevitably 
this disappointed many of our regular audience members, but we all 
needed it, and it’s great to come back refreshed. We thank you for 
joining us once again, and hope you’ll enjoy the comedy farce about 
to ensue.

But first things first, we need to take a moment to acknowledge former Thespian Ron Hutchinson, 
who passed away in June. I’m sure I don’t need to reiterate all that Ron did, but his contribution to the 
Thespians, the village hall, and the community at large really cannot be over-stated. Dress rehearsals 
won’t be the same without his infectious laugh echoing around the hall, encouraging the nervous 
and flagging cast. Many of his set designs live long in the memory, and his performances on stage 
entertained the village for decades. He was a grafter, a character, and a gentleman, and he’ll be dearly 
missed by all who knew him.

We’d also like to express our gratitude and best wishes to Lindsay Park, who gamely took on the role 
of Stage Manager when Ron stepped down, but has now left the society due to moving away from 
the area. His extensive experience in so many areas was put to the test time and again, perhaps most 
notably for the rotating stage required for Jane Eyre.  He was a very popular figure amongst the Thesps, 
and we wish him the very best.  We now welcome Trevor Wells as the incoming Stage Manager.  Trev 
has been heavily involved for several plays now, and his endeavours have already become invaluable. 

For those of you who haven’t had cause to visit the village hall since the last production, do take a 
moment to admire the new ceiling. The previous one had long since reached the end of its life, and 
the beams no longer being boxed in has made the hall look more open and inviting. As a society, we 
were very proud to have made a sizable financial contribution towards the cost, which was graciously 
received by the village hall committee.  There has also been ceiling speakers installed to help with 
the audio for audience members towards the back of the hall, as well as an induction loop system for 
the hard of hearing. The loop system is still being fine-tuned, so if you do use it please let us know 
afterwards how you found the audio levels so we can tweak them for future productions.

We actually had a very specific play in mind for this November, but a last minute casting complication 
meant it was no longer viable.  With rehearsals due to start, we needed something suitable for our cast 
at very short notice.  I had a rummage in the box of scripts, and found this female-heavy play lurking 
at the bottom.  We read it on a whim, and had such a good time we decided to take a punt on it.  It’s 
certainly something a bit different, and it’s to Sally’s great credit that she took such a risk on her first 
time as producer.  We hope you laugh as much as we did during rehearsals!

Martin Clare



Announcements

In the highly unlikely event of a fire, emergency exits are located as 
follows:
  - The main entrance where you came in
  - Behind the curtain to your right (as you face the stage)
  - Through the kitchen and out of the rear door
  - Immediately behind the stage

Please ensure you turn your mobile phone off (or onto silent or 
flight mode) for the duration of the performance. If you turn 
your phone on during the interval, please remember to switch 
if off again before the play resumes.

You are welcome to take photographs, but we kindly ask that 
you refrain from using flash photography. 

Drinks are available both before the show and during the interval. 
You are welcome to bring drinks into the hall, but please exercise 
caution. Complimentary tea, coffee and biscuits will be served 
during the interval.

If you aren’t already on our mailing list, please make sure you sign 
up to receive advance notification of our future productions. You can 
add yourself directly to our email list by visiting the 
www.dunhamthespians.org.uk home page.
You can also complete a form available at the bar to receive our 
postal mail shot.

Raffle tickets are available both before the play and during the 
interval. We always have a healthy selection of prizes, so please 
make sure you get some tickets. The raffle will be drawn at the 
end of the interval.

For the hard of hearing, please switch your hearing aid to the ‘T’ 
position (or mixed mode). Due to the contour of the ceiling, the loop 
system runs to around the rear radiators. The signal will degrade in 
the back few rows. The loop system is still being fine tuned, so please 
let us know how you find the levels.



The Cast

Louise Burgess
Thelma

(playing June)

Laura Kinsella
Mrs Reece

(playing Lady Madge Graves)

The interval will take place at the end of Act 1
The raffle will be drawn at the end of the interval

Richard Hankinson
David (Producer)

Rebecca Buckley
Jasmine

(playing Old Yokel /
Arnold Death /

Dr. Blood /
Rev. Tombs)

Tom Mungovan
Kristoff

(playing Marty)

Joan Jones
Felicity

(playing Crematia)



Running Order

Prologue
    Final rehearsals

Act 1
   Late evening

entr’Acte
   The poetry competition

Act 2
   Night

The interval will take place at the end of Act 1
The raffle will be drawn at the end of the interval

The action of the play primarily takes place
in and around Farndale Castle

Time - mid 1980s (played in the 1950s)

Rebecca Buckley
Jasmine

(playing Old Yokel /
Arnold Death /

Dr. Blood /
Rev. Tombs)



Behind The Scenes





A Word from the Producer

In the spirit of this play as a farce, I feel safe to tell you that I 
only took the role of director because we didn’t have anyone 

else available, and with the added caveat that ‘I’ve probably 
done stupider things’. That being said, it’s a script that chimed 
with my sense of humour perfectly and had me laughing from 
the first time we read it and I’m lucky that it still does after all 
the weeks of rehearsals. 

But that’s not to say that it hasn’t also had it challenges, with 
a complicated set and more unusual props and sound effects 
than I think any of us would like to see again! And that’s why 
I really have to thank my brilliant cast and all our supporting 
society members who have worked so hard to bring this all 
together and trusted and supported me through all of the ups 
and downs of my debut as a director. 

So I hope you’re ready to strap yourselves in and join us for all the twists and turns to be 
had in an evening spent in Farndale Castle. We hope you make it out…..awake!

Sally Hatton

For last year’s production of Aurelia, one of 
the props used was a vintage photo album 

which we bought for hardly anything on eBay. At 
the end of the play, the plan was for this to get 
thrown away as it had done its job and was old 
and probably unwanted (and had also sustained 
some minor damage during a particularly hilarious 
cast prank). However, I confess that I’m a bit of a sentimentalist and was so moved 
looking through the pictures of a happy group of friends on their holidays in the 
1950s, that whether it was old or forgotten I couldn’t bear to see it thrown away.

There were nicknames against the pictures but nothing to identify the owners – 
that was until I found some pictures of the building of ‘Sutton High School’. On an 
off chance, I looked up the school online and found they are still going strong, and 
so I contacted them to see if they would be interested in the album as a piece of 
local history. They were delighted and jumped at the chance and it has now been 
safely delivered for them and their pupils to enjoy. The school have said they will 
let us know should they ever find out more about where it came from so watch 
this space.

A Little Anecdote



Credits

Producer/Director Sally Hatton
Stage Building Trevor Wells
 Martin Clare
 Bill Craig
 Sally Hatton
 Laura Kinsella
Prompt Sally Hatton
Props The company
Lighting / Sound Martin Clare
Raffle & Refreshments Elizabeth Craig
 Bill Craig
Programmes / Publicity Martin Clare
Set Dressing Laura Kinsella
 Sally Hatton
 Trevor Wells
 Martin Clare
Front of House / Bar Elizabeth Craig
 Bill Craig
 Vanessa Lozano
 Martin Clare
Ticket Manager Martin Clare

Thelma Louise Burgess
Kristoff Tom Mungovan
Mrs Reece Laura Kinsella
Felicity Joan Jones
Jasmine Rebecca Buckley
Producer Richard Hankinson

Cast

Crew

Andrew Bushell & Peter White (The Village Hall)
Joan Pendlebury (The Village Shop)
Julia Taylor (Sale & Altrincham Messenger)
Red House Farm
Darland Community Theatre

With Thanks To



The Mr Misty Mystery

Thank you to everyone who attended The Great Mallard back in April. The 
play was very well received, and I’m pleased to say has now been published 

by Lazy Bee Scripts.

Meanwhile my earlier endeavour, The Mr Misty Mystery, received a production 
earlier this month in Darland (just south of Chester). Sufficiently close we felt 
for a group visit, so an eager bunch of Thesps including myself and several 
members of the original cast went along to support the production.

Performed by Darland Community Theatre, the cast included Rea Hughes, Jess 
Healy, Sally Jones, Bethan Bonds, Meg Bayliss, Keith Chaloner and John Kinsey.

It was an excellent production with great performances all round, and the 
group were so welcoming and friendly, giving us a tour of their (annoyingly 
spacious) stage after the show. They hinted they may make the trip up to see 
our production, so hopefully we’ll get to return the favour!

The Two Abbey’s The Two Eva’s The Two Suzie’s



We are always keen to recruit new members to 
the society, both on stage and behind the scenes.
If you have ever fancied trying your hand at 
being on stage, or feel like you have something 
to contribute behind the curtain (as it were), 
then get in touch. We’re a friendly bunch!

(Rachael’s favourite picture ë)

Contact Martin on 07789 171 337, or email info@dunhamthespians.org.uk

Joining The Society

From The Archives
‘The Importance of Being Earnest’ 

(1997)

21 years ago, Oscar Wilde’s ‘trivial comedy for serious people’ was an 
ambitious project for first time director Louise Craigen.

The play was a huge success, notable for impressive costumes and staging, 
let alone the performances.

The extensive cast included Ron, Gina, Mark and Diane Hutchinson, as well as 
popular thespians Clive Alford, Barney Horne, Bill Craig and Sandra Capper. 

(Pictured above is the late Ron Hutchinson alongside his daughter Diane)



Chairman Martin Clare
Vice Chairlady Sylvia Rose
Treasurer Bill Craig
Secretary Philippa Cameron
Assistant Secretary Laura Kinsella
Stage Manager Trevor Wells

Committee Officials

The Dunham Thespians
Dunham Massey Village Hall, School Lane, Dunham Massey, Cheshire. WA14 4SE.

Martin Clare - Chairman
07789 171 337

info@dunhamthespians.org.uk
www.dunhamthespians.org.uk

Ronald Charles Hutchinson
1930-2018

We’d like to thank all our patrons for your continued support.
The next Thespians production will be:

April 2019
Due to the late Easter, final dates for the Spring production are yet to be confirmed, 
so please make sure you are signed up to our mailing list to receive notification as 

soon as the play is announced and tickets go on sale.


